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The Fourth Sunday after Epiphany                              February 1, 2015 
 

We Prepare to Meet God 
 The Prelude                                                     
 The Opening Hymn         
  “We've a Story to Tell to the Nations”             (v.1,3,4) No. 446                                      
 The Prayer 
 The Time for Greeting 
  The Announcements 
 The Testimony  
  “Who's Got the Story Bag?” 
 The Worship Song 
  “The Trees of the Field”                                                No. 764 
   (Choir sings first time, Choir & Congregation second time) 
 

We Hear God’s Word  
 The Lesson – Romans 9:1-5 

1 
I speak the truth in Christ—I am not lying, my conscience 

confirms it through the Holy Spirit— 
2 
I have great sorrow and 

unceasing anguish in my heart. 
3 
For I could wish that I 

myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my 
people, those of my own race, 

4 
the people of Israel. Theirs is 

the adoption to sonship; theirs the divine glory, the 
covenants, the receiving of the law, the temple worship and 
the promises. 

5 
Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is 

traced the human ancestry of the Messiah, who is God over 
all, forever praised! Amen. 

 The Gospel – Mark 1:21-28 
21 

They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath came, 
Jesus went into the synagogue and began to teach. 

22 
The 

people were amazed at his teaching, because he taught them 
as one who had authority, not as the teachers of the law. 
23 

Just then a man in their synagogue who was possessed by 
an impure spirit cried out, 

24 
“What do you want with us, Jesus 

of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you 
are—the Holy One of God!” 

25 
“Be quiet!” said Jesus sternly. “Come out of him!” 

26 
The 

impure spirit shook the man violently and came out of him 
with a shriek. 
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27 
The people were all so amazed that they asked each 

other, “What is this? A new teaching—and with authority! He 
even gives orders to impure spirits and they obey him.” 
28 

News about him spread quickly over the whole region of 
Galilee. 

 

We Confess Our Faith 
 The Nicene Creed                                                         (on screen) 
  

We Respond to God’s Blessings 
 The Offering 
  The Offertory       “We Are An Offering”                         (on screen) 
 

We Hear God’s Word Proclaimed in Song and Word 
 The Anthem  
  “People Need the Lord”                                  Nelson, McHugh                                      
    The Senior Choir – Susan Amensen, Director 
   Soloists – Solvay Twedt, Cathy McKim 
 The Sermon                                 Trevor Rubenstein 
 The Hymn                      “O Zion, Haste”                             No. 443 
 

We Confess Our Sin and Receive God’s Forgiveness 
 The Brief Order for Confession and Forgiveness         (on screen) 
 

We Receive God’s Grace in the Sacrament 
   The Words of Institution 
 The Lord’s Prayer 
 The Distribution 
 

We Receive God’s Promise to Go with us into Daily Life 
 The Blessing 
 The Benediction 
 The Closing Hymn        “Jesus Saves”                 (v.1,3,4) No. 438                     
 The Ministry of Prayer 
 The Postlude 
   

Organist: Emily Anderson 

Communion Preparers: Terry & Jerilyn Rasmusson 

Candlelighter: Koby Hassebrock 

Greeters: Doug & Mary Mechaelsen 

Ushers: John & Corine Nordeen, Dwayne & Dee Fiihr, Greg  
 Thompson, Shirley Frette 

Reader: Al Hermanson 

Communion Assistants: Al Hermanson, Judy McIlrath 

Communion Helpers: Luke Wyatt, Sierra Tate 

Nursery: 8:25 -9:20 - Kim Severson, Miriam Skartvedt 
          9:25-10:30 - Kim Severson           

Sound Engineer: Brad Waline 

Welcome to Visitors! Thank you for filling out the white information 
card in front of you. You may put it in the offering plate or give it to an 
usher as you come forward for communion. 

 

Holy Communion. Today, we celebrate the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion. In prayerful preparation for the Table, please read and 
fill out the Information Card in front of you and give to an usher as 
you are directed forward. We welcome to this family meal all who 
have been baptized into the Christian faith, and who believe that 
Christ is present in the bread and wine offering forgiveness of sins, 
life and salvation. Children who have not been prepared to receive 
the Sacrament are invited to come with their family for a blessing.  
 If you are unable to come to the front to receive the sacrament, 
let an usher know and the elements will be brought to you. We offer 
gluten free wafers. If you desire that kind of wafer, simply point to the 
small container in the bread tray. Grape juice is also available. 
Please point to the center of the tray if you desire this.  
 

Today we welcome to our service Trevor Rubenstein, the executive 
director of "Good News for Israel" headquartered in Minneapolis. We 
also welcome several others who have been a part of the "Good 
News for Israel" mission and who participated in one of their recent 
outreach trips to the Holy Land. They shared during the Adult Class 
in the Social Hall today. 

 

Next Sunday we will hear about the work of several other mission 
organizations we help support during our adult education class in the 
Social Hall at 8:30 A.M. 

 

Everyone is invited to a time of fellowship and refreshments 
downstairs in the Social Hall following the worship service. Our 
visitors from "Good News for Israel" are supplying coffee for our 
fellowship time, directly from Israel. 
 

Attendance last Sunday: 254 

 

Food Pantry. Place your items for the Loaves and Fishes Food 
Pantry in the grocery cart in the narthex today. Cash donations are 
also always welcome. Checks can be made out to Immanuel with a 
notation for the Food Pantry and placed in the offering plate.  
 

Our sympathy to the John & Sandra Kowalik family on the death of 
Sandra's father, Dennis Lee, this past Tuesday. Services were held 
Saturday in Albert Lea, Minnesota. 



Learning Opportunities 
 

 

CORE Class to begin Sunday, February 8 
 

      Plans are underway for a new 12 session class – CORE – that 
will be starting on Sunday, February 8 from 4-6 P.M. in the 
Cornerstone Room. Over the weeks of this course, we will discover 
together the “core” of the Christian faith and what it means to follow 
Jesus Christ. There will be food and fellowship, and a video 
presentation each week by Pastor Jonathan Anenson, who 
developed the course. 
     CORE was created out of the desire of people who are hungry to 
know their purpose and identity in Christ, and to learn how to follow 
Jesus on a daily basis. The CORE experience will be an exciting 
opportunity to learn about, explore further and apply the 
fundamentals of Biblical discipleship and to grow in your relationship 
with God. We are excited for what God will do in all of us during our 
time together! 
     Please sign up in the Narthex today or call Pastor Anenson or 
Mary Danielson for more information. The deadline for sign up is 
February 4. 
 

 

You and Me Forever: our new adult education 
series began this morning in the Cornerstone 
Room. This seven session Bible study series, 
based on the book from best-selling author Francis 
Chan and Lisa Chan, will challenge you to view 
your marriage like never before. We will watch and 
discuss the next two sessions February 8 and 15. 
We’ll finish the series after Easter. To find out more, 
order the book, or download a free copy if you can’t 
afford it, visit www.youandmeforever.org 

 

Daily Texts and Bible App: Looking for a way to get into the Bible 
more in 2015? We still have a few more copies of the Daily Texts 
available on the welcome table for $7. Also, the Bible App from 
YouVersion makes it easy to read, watch, listen, and share the Bible 
with others. It even has Plans, which have a Bible passage all picked 
out and waiting for you every day. You can get it (free!) for pretty 
much any mobile device here: www.bible.com/app. 
 
 

Upcoming Events 

 Seasoned Souls Valentine Supper, Saturday, February 14, at the 
Royal Café at 5 P.M. Pasta buffet. Please sign up on the narthex 
bulletin board by today so we know how many to plan for. Cost for 
the evening is $10 person, paid that evening. 

 The Fifth Annual Mission Music Festival of Bethany Lutheran 
Church in McCallsburg will be held in the church sanctuary on 
Sunday, February 15, beginning at 2 P.M. The show will feature a 
variety of local musical talent, as well as an update on the mission 
progress in Estonia. A soup supper in the Fellowship Hall will follow 
the program. A freewill offering will be collected. 

 Quilt Tying. We have a half day scheduled for quilt tying this 
Thursday, February 11, from 9 A.M.-12 noon in the Social Hall. Drop 
in for an hour or stay for the morning. Coffee time at 10:30 A.M. 
Treats are welcome but certainly not required! Come share in the 
fellowship with others while providing a service to people in need. 

 You are invited to come hear the Ames Children's Choir perform 
on Sunday, February 15 at 3:00 P.M. at Elim Lutheran Church in 
Randall. Bring a friend! 

 
Reminders 

 The Children's Activity Bulletins are available from the ushers for 
young children. 

 The winter issue of the "Our Daily Bread" devotional book is on 
the shelf in the narthex. The large print devotionals are also there. 
The new edition of the "Connections" magazine is available. 

 Hearing devices for those who have a difficult time hearing the 
service can be found on the shelf in the narthex. If you have been 
thinking of trying a unit, please ask an usher to assist you. We 
have several extra units at this time. 

 Tune in to the Immanuel Lutheran Radio Broadcast each Sunday 
morning at 8 A.M. on KASI Radio (AM 1430).  

 During the winter months, if you would like an usher to pick you 
up and take you to worship, feel free to let the church office know 
and we will make arrangements.  

 Nursery Facilities. Our newly remodeled and expanded nursery is 
available for use today. Feel free to take your child there during the 
service if needed.  
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As a congregation, let’s be in prayer for: 

 Don Paulson at Mary Greeley. 

 "Good News for Israel" and the work they do reaching out to 
Jews with the saving grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

We praise God for: 

 Opportunities He gives us to share the Good News with 
people near and far. 

 
 

 
Youth Activities 

High School Youth Group 

Our next meeting - Will be Sunday February 8th from 3:00-4:00 PM @ 

Bethany Manor. I hope to see you there! Bring a friend!  It is going to be 

a great time of fun, friends and fellowship!   

Kaffe with Christ - On Saturday February 7th, from 2:30-3:15PM we 

will be meeting AT Kaffe Geita in Story City (1463 Broad St.) for a time 

of devotions, delicious coffee and delightful conversation!  Come on out 

and join us.  Bring money for a drink and also bring a friend! 

 

Middle School Youth Group 

Our next meeting - Will be Sunday February 8th from 2:00-3:00 PM @ 

Bethany Manor. I hope to see you there! Bring a friend!  It is going to be 

a great time of fun, friends and fellowship!   

 

Middle and High School Youth Group 

Iowa Wild Game - On February 15th, we will be heading down to Des 

Moines to watch the Iowa Wild (AHL affiliate of the NHL Minnesota 

Wild) go up against the Oklahoma City Barons (AHL affiliate of the NHL 

Edmonton Oilers).  We will meet at Immanuel at 2:30 PM sharp and head 

out then.  Game time is at 4 PM.  We will be returning between 7:30-

8:00 PM.  Tickets are just $7 dollars and we only have 7 tickets 

remaining.  So don’t delay, sign up today!  (The first 1,500 fans at the 

game get an Iowa Wild lunch bag!)  
 

February 1 - February 8, 2015 
Worship & Study Opportunities at Immanuel 

 
Sunday, February 1 - Communion Sunday 

8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast on KASI (1430 AM) 
8:30 A.M. Sunday School  
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex) 
9:30 A.M. Worship  
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall) 

 
Monday, February 2 
  
Tuesday, February 3 
          9:30 A.M. Staff Meeting 

5:30 P.M. Youth Board Meeting  
 
Wednesday, February 4 

6:30 P.M. Junior Choir  
6:30 P.M. Pizza Supper for Trinity & Confirmation 
6:45 P.M. Trinity & Confirmation Classes  
7:15 P.M. Senior Choir 

   
Thursday, February 5 
 
Friday, February 6 
 
Saturday, February 7 

8:00 A.M. Men of Immanuel 
2:30 P.M. HS Kaffe with Christ 

 
Sunday, February 8 

8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast on KASI (1430 AM) 
8:30 A.M. Sunday School  
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex) 
9:30 A.M. Worship  
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall) 
10:30 A.M. Stephen Ministers 
1:30 P.M. Ladies serve at Bethany Manor 
2:00 P.M. MS Youth Group at Bethany Manor 
2:30 P.M. Annual Meeting at Riverside Bible Camp 
3:00 P.M. HS Youth Group at Bethany Manor 
4:00 P.M. "Core" Bible Study 
 
 



Good News for Israel 

Good News for Israel was founded by disciples of Hans 
Nielsen Hauge (1771-1824); a carpenter and lay clergy, and 
the founder of the Great Norwegian "Hauge Revival," which 
eventually led to the birthing of the "Zion Society for Israel" 
in 1878, which then became the evangelical outreach 
ministry of Good News for Israel in 1975.  

Hauge has been called the Martin Luther of Norway. God 
used him to dramatically transform the Spiritual landscape of 
Scandinavian Europe and America. He emphasized the 
importance of the people reading the scriptures for 
themselves. During a prayer revival the followers felt inspired 
to start an evangelical outreach to the Jewish community, 
and it was called the Zion Society for Israel.  

They sent missionaries to Israel (it was called Palestine at 
the time) and to Russia. They also supported missionaries in 
New York, to share the good news with many of the millions 
of Jews who were flooding into America from Europe in the 
early 1900's. 

A branch office was opened in Chicago and then eventually 
also in Minneapolis. The Chicago office closed as a result of 
the great depression. 

We have a unique and proud heritage of over 136 years of 
evangelical outreach. We are now headquartered in St. 
Louis Park, a suburb of Minneapolis, Minnesota, with the 
largest Jewish population in the state. 

Trevor Rubenstein pronounced ("ien" not "een") has been 
the Executive director of Good News for Israel for just over 
two years. He was raised in a Jewish home in northern 
Minnesota and later came to faith in Jesus as the promised 
Jewish Messiah and Lord. The evangelistic ministry has a 
strong focus on reaching the Jewish people with the gospel 
but shares with people of all nationalities. 

 
 


